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Blitzon NewYork

Tony Harrington reports on the New York 4th World Microcomputer

Chess Championships.

Micro Chess—a guide for
beginners

Micro Chess covers all the news and
events in the busy world of computer
chess. With new chess programs and
new chess computers appearing all the
time, we evaluate their strengths and
| [weaknesses as they become available.
| | We shall be presenting profiles of
“wnrogrammers, both amateurs and pro-
ssionals, which will cover their
inethods and their interest in chess
programming, and we shall be talking
to suppliers and looking at their plans.
Computer Chess affects computer

enthusiasts in two different ways. For
some, the fact that they can now play
chess againsteithertheirhome compu-
ter or & dedicated chess computer has
openedup thedelights ofthe game. For
gthers, the real interest is not so much
in playing chess as in trying to build a
chess program. Micro Chess aims to
meet the interests of both.

Chess js a game that can be as
exciting for the beginner as it is for the
grand master. So if you haven't played
before, get yourself & good introduc-
tion to the game — theré are dozens in
the bookshops-—and getto it. Remem-
ber, withcomputerchessagamecanbe
as fast or as slow as you want.

In October 1983 three British entrants
took part in the 4th World Computer
Chess Championships. This event is
held every three years under the joint
auspices of the ACM, the main US
professional body for data processing

personnel, and the ICCA.

The ACM puts up the cash for the
competition and helps entrants to pay
for hotel expenses, and soon. The ICCA
sanctions the results of the competi-
tion. This, by the way, is not a homely

Results table for the 4th World Chess Championships
{The number on the left of each column indicates the opponent and the colour
of the pieces; that is, Cray Biitz was black against Fidelity X in round 2.} _'
-|Program Round 1|Round 2|Round 3/Round 4|Round 5| Total Pos
1 _Cray Blitz Widsy B1%/, wer BSas | Blgs 1st
2 Awit | wasy Weyy 8124 W19z 8137, 2-3rd
LU} 3 Bebe Bty | Wags woo B10/; 854, 2-3rd
_ 14 Chaos | ®3%s | Walns | Bigs; | Wiho | Wesy 4-5th
5 Nuchess | W20, 8115 Win | Wing | Bl 4-5th
6 Advance3.0 | W2 B2 815 wes, 847 6-9th
7 Belle AE T 55 Bl el V1o 6-9th |/
8 MephistoX | W& | 8l5 | wie, | B, | wisy 69th ||
9 Schach27 | W5 | W25 | B3¢ | Blige | Wigs 6-9th
10 Fidelity X 816/, S Wig B184 W3h 8955 10-13th
11 Merlin w3/, Wsa | Bidss | WShc | 81955 | 10-13th
12 Novag X Wilos | Blags | Wiy | Bigg | 815 o 10-13th
{13 Phoenix Wig B2y | Withs | BUSs | W2gs | 10-13th
14 BCP Bl wWigg | B2z BI8, (T, ] Gunl |
“115 Qstrich B W1y, 820/ wigs B35 14-16th
16 Pion Witg 815, Ba,y W14 Wi2s | 14-16th
17 Bobby X . BiZhs | Bl9%g | W2ia5 | Wid4g | B184s | 17-21st
18 Conchess 88, 8144 Wigs 8154 | W24s | 17-21st
19 Patsoc 2.0 Bl5s | Wilhs | Wi Bhs | Wilys | 17-21st
20 Philidor 8% B | Wise | wams | Big4s | 17-21st |
21 Shy Wispe | B4pe | Blige | Widgs | B2As | 17-21st | |
22 Stinks X B% Wigp | Wiy B20y, | w2l 22nd.. |

little affair for micros. It is an open
event, where supercomputers like the
mighty Cray make their appearance.
This doesn’t stop the micros from
entering, but it doesn’t do a great deal
for their winning chances.

This time the event was held at New
York's luxurious Sheraton Hotel. By no
coincidence atall, the ACM held its own
three-yearly conference at the same
time and place, so the tournament
acted as a side-show for the ACM
delegates, many of whom drifted into
the playing area to watch the games.

Play was from seven in the evening
till midnight, with the resident prog-
rams (that is, those who were not
participating by land-line) going on till
two in the morning on occasions. If this
leads eventually to some of the watch-
ing DP specialists taking up the myster-
ies of mini-max search theory and
producing their own fledgling chess
programs, so much the better.

The three British entries among the
22 who took part were: the 1982 and
1983 PCW European Chess Tourna-
ment winner, Advance 3.0, by Dave
Wilson and Mike Johnson; BCP by Don
Beal and intelligent Software’s Philidor
chess program.

Don Beal has been to all four of these
tournaments. Like the other British
participants, he was impressed by the
improvements made in chess prog-
ramming in the three years since the
last World Championships.

‘It was clear from the play that there
had been definite steady progress.
What | noticed particularly was that the
best of the microcomputer based en-
tries did better this time than ever
before. Three years ago it would have
been fair to say that the micros were
struggling to come bottom. Now they
were holding theirown in the middle of
the field,” Beal commented.

He reckons that the improvement in
over-the-boardplay hasalotmoretodo
with improved programming than it
has with added speed and processing
power. Though when it comes to a
program like the Cray Blitz, which ran
notjustonanyordinaryold Cray, buton
a special experimental mqdel consist-
ing of three linked Crays, the relative
effects of hardware and software be-
came a little difficult to sort out.

Thetwin surprises of the competition
were both associated with Ken Thomp-
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