CHESS COMPL

Whether you want inventiveness,
strong positional play or sheer
tactical virtuosity from your
chess machine, John White will
help you choose.

THE APPLIED Concepts Sargon and the Chal-
lenger programs from Fidelity have always
shared a similar style, even before the
Spracklen husband-and-wife team joined
Fidelity — Dan and Kate Spracklen were the
brains behind the Sargon 2.5. On the other
hand, different minds have clearly been at
work for the Hong Kong-based company Sci-
Sys.

The best program to run in the Sci-Sys
Chess Champion V was created by the U.K.
software company Philidor whose directors

26 YOUR COMPUTER, MARCH 1882

include the chess writers David Levy and
Kevin O’Connell. This Philidor program was
originally written in Z-80 code, but has been
translated into 6502 code for the Chess
Champion V. Like Morphy, Philidor is
supplied as a module, to be exchanged when
better versions are available.

Strategic ability

A special sensor board — which I under-
stand does not operate by touch — will be
available, together with a printer for a
permanent record of the game. The program
occupies some 24K of ROM.

The Chess Champion V recognises draws
by stalemate, three-fold repetition or under the
50-move rule. Interestingly, it will also give its
assessment of a position and offer or accept a

draw accordingly. Unlike Morphy and |
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Chzmpion Sensory Challenger, Philidor
claims to have implemented new ideas on
move evaluation which result in greater con-
sideration of any part of the game tree —
which is what a human player tends to do —
and new, still-secret methods of effecting fast,
strategic evaluation. The Chess Champion V
is claimed to be the first machine of any type
capable of making strategic assessments of a
position, as opposed to purely tactical con-
siderations. If is, therefore, the first computer
capable of forming comparatively long-term
plans, the lack of which has plagued all
previous commercial models.

Extraordinary claims have been made for
the Chess Champion V; that its play exceeds a
rating of ELO 1,900 or BCF 163, at an
unspecified level. It has also done well against
other chess computers — it won the September







